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Just Like the original Sub live, the 6.6 tag
on Orange's latest long-travel trajl bike is
someshat misleading - but calling it the
Patiot 6.9 (ther€alamount of vertical rear
wh@l travel) doesn t quite have the same
ring to it dd could set otr alam bells in

Steve Wade, founder/desisner at Oranre,
is a firm believer in iolded, seam-$elded
monocoque tubinE, and the multi-sided
down tube on the 6.6 is one of the sleek-
est yet. The same produ.tion teclmique is
used for the siays on the swingdm dd the
romded fiont se.non on the new design
saves weight over the original Pat iot.

Piedng the down tubejust below the
bigringis the mainpivot axle. This is
rLelded in place and the bearints rest on
the two spigots poking out ofthe down
tub€. The swingam is then clamped to the
sealed cdtridge bearing with M5 bolts.

A bla.k alloy sho.k shuttle piggy-ba.ks
the down tube and gives the choi.e of two
geometry positions:67or 68 head with
associated 72 o. 73 deg seat angles, nith
bottom brackethei8hts of 13.75in and 1,lin
respecijvel). Obviously the numerous
holes on the shuttle olfer additional
combinations butyou can run into all sorts
oI clearance problems - something that
we discove.ed when we tried to run the
6.6 in a supe*lack setting and found that
our non stdddd 2.5in red tyre buzed
the front mech cable guide on the ba.k of
the seat tube. Colour optiotu are, yellow/
bla.l<, matt blac!, blue/silver silver, ordge
dd the frme orLly pri.e is 11,199.95 wjth a
Mditou Swinger 3{ay coil

S U S F E N S I E N
Swappin8 lrom the Swing€r3 way ai. to
the eqDivalent coilshock added alnost
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5009 inweight fu th€ 6.6. The springrate on all coil-Sllung 6.6s-regardless of
framesiz.- is lalllb, \'hich surprised us as,Le ihoushr the smalle. bikes would
have lighter syinss and the larger frames hea\ier.n€s. That said, you hale fat
short blokes in.l .knrnr rall ones, so the,l501b;pring rate G a good compromise
elen il a tad hcr\ \ i.r us. We got a 4001b sprins tr.m the UK Manitou distributor, as
O.mge doesn t..r..\ an\ thing other than the stind,rrd 1501b unit Anv dealer worth
its salt Bill be h.fl.1 to source you the corre.t sf nn'.* rate to match your weight and




